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We claim: 



1 . An image-forming device comprising: 

an image-forming meclianism to form Images on media, the media manually 
inserted into the Image-forming device and remaining stationary within the 

5 image-forming device during image formation thereon, the mechanism including 
a first media path In which media Is moved through the mechanism during 
image formation thereon and a second media path in which the media is 
manually inserted and remains stationary within the mechanism during Image 
formation thereon; 

1 0 a sensor to detect manual Insertion of the media; and, 

a controller to cause the image-forming mechanism to form an image on the 
media in response to the sensor detecting manual Insertion of the media. 

2. The Image-forming device of claim 1 , wherein the second media path 
extends to under a printhead of the image-forming mechanism, such that 

1 5 manual Insertion of the media within the second media path places the media 
under the printhead, where the media remains stationary while the printhead 
forms the Image thereon. 

3. The image-forming device of claim 1 , wherein the sensor comprises a freely 
rotating switch that is actuated by the media being manually Inserted within the 

20 second media path, and that is rotated out of the way by the media moving 
through the image-forming mechanism within the first media path. 

4. The Image-fomiing device of claim 1 , further comprising a housing within 
which the image-forming mechanism, the sensor, and the controller are 
disposed, the housing defining a slot that exposes the second media path of the 

25 image-forming device. 
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5. The image-forming device of claim 4, furtlier comprising a guide situated on 
the housing to guide manual insertion of the media into the slot and within the 
second media path for aligned image formation of the image on the media. 

6. The image-forming device of claim 1 , wherein the image-forming mechanism 
5 comprises a printhead that is able to move across media to form images 

thereon, the printhead having a print height corresponding to a swath of media 
such that the printhead forms images on the media on a swath-by-swath basis. 

7. The image-forming device of claim 7, wherein the image formed by the 
image-forming mechanism on the media manually inserted is one swath of 

10 media in height. 

8. The image-forming device of claim 7, wherein the printhead is an inl^jet 
printhead ejecting ink to form images on media, such that the image-forming 
device is an inkjet-printing device. 

9. The image-forming device of claim 1 . wherein the image to be formed by the 
1 5 image-forming mechanism on the media manually inserted is a predetermined 

static image that does not normally vary on an image formation job-by-image 
formation job basis. 

10. The image-forming device of claim 1 , wherein the image to be formed by the 
image-forming mechanism on the media manually inserted is a dynamic image 

20 that is able to be varied on an image formation job-by-image fonnation job 
basis. 

1 1 .The Image-forming device of claim 1 , further comprising a computer- 
readable medium to store the image to be formed by the image-forming 
mechanism on the media manually inserted, such that the image is able to be 



13 



HP PDNO 200207098 



formed on the media manually inserted without the image-forming device having 
to be communicatively coupled to a host computing device. 

12. The image-forming device of claim 1, further comprising a communications 
mechanism to communicatively couple the image-forming device with a host 

5 computing device to at least initially receive the image to be formed by the 
image-forming mechanism on the media manually inserted. 

13. The image-forming device of claim 1 , wherein the media to be manually 
inserted is an envelope, and the image to be formed on the media manually 
inserted is a return address. 

10 14. The image-forming device of claim 1 , wherein the image to be formed on the 
media manually inserted is a barcode. 

15. An image-forming device comprising: 

an image-forming mechanism to form images on media; 

a housing within which the image-forming mechanism is disposed and 
15 defining an opening into which media is manually inserted such that the media 
is positioned stationary and adjacent to the image-forming mechanism; 

a sensor to detect positioning of the media adjacent to the image-forming 
mechanism; and, 

a controller to cause the image-forming mechanism to form an image on the 
20 media inserted into the opening of the housing in response to the sensor 

detecting positioning of the media adjacent to the image forming mechanism. 

16. The image-forming device of claim 15, wherein the image-forming 
mechanism comprises an Inkjet printhead that is able to move across the media 
to eject ink thereon, the printhead having a print height corresponding to a 

25 swath of media such that the image formed by the image-forming mechanism 
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on the media manually inserted within the image-forming device is one swath of 
media in height. 

17. The image-forming device of claim 15, further comprising a computer- 
readable medium to store the image to be formed by the image-forming 

5 mechanism on the media manually inserted within the opening of the housing, 
such that the image is able to be formed on the media manually inserted within 
the opening of the housing without the image-forming device being 
communicatively coupled to a host computing device. 

18. The image-forming device of claim 15, further comprising a communications 
10 mechanism to communicatively couple the image-forming device with a host 

computing device to at least initially receive the image to be formed by the 
image-forming mechanism on the media manually inserted within the opening of 
the housing. 

19. The image-forming device of claim 15, further comprising a guide situated on 
15 the housing to guide manual insertion of the media into the opening of the 

housing for aligned image formation of the image on the media. 

20. An image-forming device comprising: 

an image-forming mechanism to form images on media; and, 
means for causing the image-forming mechanism to form an image on 
20 media manually inserted into and subsequently remaining stationary within the 
image-forming device during image formation thereon. 

21 .The image-forming device of claim 20, wherein the image-forming 
mechanism comprises an Inkjet printhead that is able to move across the media 
to eject ink thereon, the printhead having a print height corresponding to a 
25 swath of media such that the image formed by the image-forming mechanism 
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on the media manually inserted within the image-forming device is one swath of 
media in height. 

22. The image-forming device of claim 20, wherein the means comprises: 
means for detecting manual insertion of the media within the image-forming 

5 device; and, 

means for causing the image-forming device to form the image on the media 
manually inserted into the image-forming device in response to the sensing 
means detecting manual insertion of the media therein. 

23. A method comprising: 

10 detecting manual insertion of media into an opening of an image-forming 
device; and, 

in response to detecting the manual insertion of the media into the opening 
of the image-forming device, forming an image on the media while the media 
remains stationary within the image-forming device. 

1 5 24. The method of claim 23. wherein detecting the manual insertion of the media 
into the opening of the image-forming device comprises the manual insertion of 
the media causing actuation of a switch that results in detection of the manual 
insertion of the media into the opening of the image-forming device. 

25. The method of claim 23, wherein forming the image on the media while the 
20 media remains stationary within the image-forming device comprises: 

moving an inkjet printhead across a swath of the media; and, 
ejecting ink by the inkjet printhead while the inkjet printhead moves across 
the swath of the media, to form the image on the media. 

26. The method of claim 23, further comprising initially receiving the image to be 
25 formed on the media while the media remains stationary within the image- 
forming device. 
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27. The method of claim 26, wherein initially receiving the image to be formed on 
the media comprises communicating with a host computing device 
communicatively coupled to the image-forming device to receive the image 
therefrom. 

28. The method of claim 26, further comprising storing the image on a computer- 
readable medium within the image-forming device so that the image is able to 
be formed on the media without the image-fomiing device having to be 
communicatively coupled to a host computing device. 
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